
U.S. Department  
of Transportation 
Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety  
Administration 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL TO: sknight@dcorllc.com 

Mr. Scott Knight  
Vice President, Operations  
DCOR, LLC  
1000 Town Center, Suite 600  
Oxnard, CA  93036 

Re:  CPF No. 5-2024-011-NOPV 

Dear Mr. Knight: 

Enclosed please find the Final Order issued in the above-referenced case. It withdraws one of the 
allegations of violation, makes other findings of violation, and specifies actions that need to be 
taken by DCOR, LLC to comply with the pipeline safety regulations. When the terms of the 
compliance order have been completed, as determined by the Director, Western Region, this 
enforcement action will be closed. Service of the Final Order by e-mail is effective upon the date 
of transmission and acknowledgement of receipt as provided under 49 CFR § 190.5.  

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Linda Daugherty 
Acting Associate Administrator 
   for Pipeline Safety 

Enclosure 
cc:  Dustin Hubbard, Director, Western Region, Office of Pipeline Safety, PHMSA 

Dave Willis, Pipeline Integrity Manager, DCOR, LLC, dwillis@dcorllc.com 

CONFIRMATION OF RECEIPT REQUESTED 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC  20590 

LINDA GAIL 
DAUGHERTY 

Digitally signed by LINDA 
GAIL DAUGHERTY 
Date: 2025.10.14 
16:33:01 -04'00' 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
PIPELINE AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS SAFETY ADMINISTRATION 

OFFICE OF PIPELINE SAFETY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 

____________________________________ 
) 

In the Matter of ) 
) 

DCOR, LLC, ) CPF No. 5-2024-011-NOPV 
) 

Respondent. ) 
____________________________________) 

FINAL ORDER 

From August 1 through August 3, 2023, pursuant to 49 U.S.C. § 60117, a representative of the 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA), Office of Pipeline Safety 
(OPS), conducted an on-site pipeline safety inspection of the facilities and records of DCOR, 
LLC’s (DCOR or Respondent) Platform A-to-Rincon crude oil pipeline in Ventura, California. 
DCOR operates crude oil and natural gas pipelines in Southern California, the Ventura Basin, 
and the Los Angeles Basin. 

As a result of the inspection, the Director, Western Region, OPS (Director), issued to 
Respondent, by letter dated February 23, 2024, a Notice of Probable Violation and Proposed 
Compliance Order (Notice). In accordance with 49 CFR § 190.207, the Notice proposed finding 
that DCOR committed eight violations of 49 CFR Part 195 and proposed ordering Respondent to 
take certain measures to correct the alleged violations.  

DCOR responded to the Notice by letter dated March 21, 2024 (Response). DCOR contested 
several of the allegations and offered additional information in response to the Notice. 
Respondent did not request a hearing and therefore has waived its right to one.  

FINDINGS OF VIOLATION 

The Notice alleged that Respondent violated 49 CFR Part 195, as follows: 

Item 1: The Notice alleged that Respondent violated 49 CFR § 195.403(b)(1), which states: 

§ 195.403 Emergency response training. 
(a)… 
(b) At the intervals not exceeding 15 months, but at least once each 

calendar year, each operator shall: 
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(1) Review with personnel their performance in meeting the objectives 
of the emergency response training program set forth in paragraph (a) of 
this section; and  

(2) Make appropriate changes to the emergency response training 
program as necessary to ensure that it is effective. 

The Notice alleged that Respondent violated 49 CFR § 195.403(b)(1) by failing to review with 
personnel their performance in meeting the objectives of the emergency response training 
program at intervals not exceeding 15 months, but at least once each calendar year. Specifically, 
the Notice alleged that at the time of PHMSA’s inspection, DCOR was unable to produce any 
records that demonstrated that the reviews had taken place. 

In its Response, DCOR contested Item 1, explaining that it conducts routine RSHUDWRU 
TXDOLILFDWLRQ OQ  training and provides other emergency response training covering topics such 
as fire extinguisher training, H2S, HAZWOPR, explosive and hazardous chemicals, abnormal 
operating conditions (AOCs), and Hazard Communication. DCOR also stated that it is in the 
process of building additional pipeline-specific emergency response training to include in the 
PetroSkills OQ program. DCOR stated the relevant records were attached to the Response as 
Attachment 1(a). 

Having considered the Response, I find the evidence supports finding a violation. DCOR failed to 
provide any records demonstrating that it had reviewed with personnel their performance in 
meeting the objectives of the emergency response training program, as required by VHFWLRQ 
195.403(b)(1). While DCOR presented information about emergency response training in 
Attachment 1(a), the Notice alleged DCOR failed to review with personnel their performance.  
DCOR did not present any information regarding annual review of personnel performance in 
meeting the objectives of the training program. 

Accordingly, after considering all of the evidence, I find that Respondent violated 49 CFR 
§ 195.403(b)(1) by failing to review with personnel their performance in meeting the objectives 
of the emergency response training program at intervals not exceeding 15 months, but at least 
once each calendar year. 

Item 2: The Notice alleged that Respondent violated 49 CFR § 195.404(b), which states: 

§ 195.404 Maps and records. 
(a)… 
(b) Each operator shall maintain for at least 3 years daily operating 

records that indicate – 
(1) The discharge pressure at each pump station; and 
(2) Any emergency or abnormal operation to which the procedures 

under § 195.402 apply. 

The Notice alleged that Respondent violated 49 CFR § 195.404(b) by failing to maintain for at 
least 3 years daily operating records that indicate the discharge pressure at each pump station and 
any abnormal operation to which the procedures under VHFWLRQ 195.402(d) apply. 
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Specifically, the Notice alleged that at the time of the PHMSA inspection, DCOR was unable to 
provide any of these daily operating records. 

In its Response, DCOR contested Item 2. DCOR explained in its Response that it monitors 
pipeline pressures through SCADA and the LDS and noted that inspectors observed pipeline 
pressures at the onshore receiving facility in Rincon during the inspection. DCOR also stated that 
it maintained records of any AOCs in the operator’s daily logbook, which was discussed with 
inspectors at the time of inspection. DCOR acknowledged, however, that this process did not 
provide an effective means to review past AOCs. Since the inspection, DCOR reported that it is 
in the process of implementing a dedicated AOC reporting form for use by all operators. DCOR 
stated records for pipeline pressures were included in the Response as Attachment 2(a). 

After reviewing DCOR’s Response, I find the evidence supports finding DCOR failed to comply 
with sections 195.404(b)(1) and (2). DCOR asserted that it provided a dedicated AOC reporting 
form as Attachment 2(a), but upon review, PHMSA finds such a document was not included.1 

Without documentation of daily records of operating pressure and abnormal operations, which 
DCOR is required to maintain, PHMSA finds DCOR in violation of section 195.404(b) as 
alleged. 

Accordingly, after considering all of the evidence, I find that Respondent violated 49 CFR 
§ 195.404(b) by failing to maintain daily operating records that indicate the discharge pressure at 
each pump station and any abnormal operation to which the procedures under section 195.402(d) 
apply for at least 3 years. 

Item 3: The Notice alleged that Respondent violated 49 CFR § 195.404(c)(3), which states: 
§ 195.404 Maps and records. 

(a)… 
(c) Each operator shall maintain the following records for the periods 

specified: 
(1)… 
(3) A record of each inspection and test required by this subpart shall be 

maintained for at least 2 years or until the next inspection or test is 
performed, whichever is longer. 

The Notice alleged that Respondent violated 49 CFR § 195.404(c)(3) by failing to maintain a 
record of each inspection and test required by Subpart F of Part 195 for at least 2 years or until 
the next inspection or test is performed, whichever is longer. Specifically, the Notice alleged that 
at the time of the PHMSA inspection, DCOR was unable to provide any records demonstrating 
that it had inspected valve PSV ROSF-117 at least twice each calendar year, but at intervals not 
exceeding 7½ months in accordance with section 195.420(b).2 

1  In a recommendation for final action dated September 5, 2024, submitted pursuant to section 190.209(b)(7), the 
Director identified that several records DCOR claimed were included in the Response (e.g., for Items 2, 6, and 8), 
were in fact not included.  The Director provided a copy of his recommendation to DCOR on September 5, 2024. 
2   Section 195.420(b) requires operators to inspect each mainline valve at least twice each calendar year, but at 
intervals not exceeding 7½ months. 
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In its Response, DCOR contested Item 3. DCOR stated in its Response that during the inspection 
it did not have access to the pressure safety valve (PSV) records, but those records have since 
been located. DCOR explained that ICS performed all PSV testing and was able to provide 
copies of the PSV testing reports. DCOR included a copy of the inspection records for PSV 
ROSF-117 with its Response as Attachment 3(a). 

After evaluating the Response submitted by Respondent, I find that the evidence supports finding 
DCOR failed to comply with section 195.404(c)(3). Upon review of Attachment 3(a), these 
records demonstrate only that the valve was inspected once per year from 2020 through 2022. 
The valve was not inspected twice per calendar year, at intervals not exceeding 7½ months, as 
required by section 195.420(b). DCOR’s records for calendar year 2023 are complete. 

Accordingly, after considering all of the evidence, I find that Respondent violated 49 CFR 
§ 195.404(c)(3) by failing to maintain a record of each inspection and test required by Subpart F 
for at least 2 years or until the next inspection or test is performed, whichever is longer. 

Item 4: The Notice alleged that Respondent violated 49 CFR § 195.410(c), which states: 

§ 195.410 Line markers. 
(a)… 
(c) Each operator shall provide line marking at locations where the line 

is above ground in areas that are accessible to the public. 

The Notice alleged that Respondent violated 49 CFR § 195.410(c) by failing to provide line 
marking at all locations where the line is above ground in areas that are accessible to the public. 
Specifically, the Notice alleged that DCOR had a test station and casing vent in a publicly 
accessible area that did not have a line marker. 

In its Response, DCOR did not contest Item 4. DCOR stated that it is verifying all pipeline 
marker locations for compliance with section 195.410. DCOR did not provide any records 
related to Item 4.  

Accordingly, after considering all of the evidence, I find that Respondent violated 49 CFR § 
195.410(c) by failing to provide line marking at all locations where the line is above ground in 
areas that are accessible to the public.  

Item 5: The Notice alleged that Respondent violated 49 CFR § 195.440(i), which states: 

§ 195.440 Public Awareness. 
(a)… 
(i) The operator’s program documentation and evaluation results must 

be available for periodic review by appropriate regulatory agencies. 

The Notice alleged that Respondent violated 49 CFR § 195.440(i) by failing to make its public 
awareness program documentation and evaluation results available for review by PHMSA.  














